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Journal Activity 

Instructions for Teachers 

 This activity challenges students to use historic images from 

the collection of the Farmers Branch Historical Park to imagine 

the past. Each image comes with background information about 

who or what is pictured and when. There is also a prompt which 

asks students to consider specific aspects of Farmers Branch     

history.  

  You are welcome to print, reproduce, mix and match, and 

generally make use of these prompts and activities in your        

classroom or similar educational setting. However, please do not 

alter or use the images for any other purposes.   



Journal Activity  

Prompt: This photograph is of Emmer Dennis on an Indian    

Motorcycle. It was taken in Farmers Branch in the 1930s.  

Imagine you are Emmer Dennis riding through Farmers Branch 

during the 1930s. You pass General Stores and the Texaco     

Service Station. You have to wait at the train crossing near the 

Depot as the Interurban train to Denton passes. Write a journal 

entry about the things you see, your thoughts and concerns, 

and what your life is like. Where are you going? Why are you 

going there? 



Journal Activity  

Prompt: This photograph gives us a glimpse at the way ice was 

delivered in the early part of the 20th century. The Will Meyers 

Ice Company delivered ice house-to-house and to businesses in 

Farmers Branch during the 1920s.  

Imagine you are hired to work for the Will Meyers Ice Company 

delivering ice. You have to make sure your ice doesn't melt,   

ensure it arrives on time, and place it inside the ice boxes of    

local residents and business owners. Write a journal entry about 

your day working for the Ice Company. Describe the things you 

saw and did and the people you met. What do you think of 

your new job? 


